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PROCLAMATION No. 1375/2025
BASINS’ HIGH COUNCIL FORTHE
IMPLEMENTATION OF INTEGRATED
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

ESTABLISHMENT PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Ethiopia owns many domestic

and transboundary rivers and enjoys even
rainfalls in the majority of its regions, it has
not utilized these resources to the optimal
benefit of its citizens, and the proper utilization
of its water sources is fundamental in its
development endeavors to realize the overall

prosperity of its peoples;

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to ensure the
effectiveness and sustainability of water-
related development projects that are of
national importance and involve various
regions or sectors through a joint plan,
synergized execution, strong monitoring and

evaluation system;
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WHEREAS, building a green economy

resilient to climate change, expanding
sustainable development, protecting the natural
ecosystem, ensuring the quantity and quality of
water resources, and generally, implementing
integrated  water

resources management

requires the direct participation of all
stakeholders;

WHEREAS, recognizing that establishing
Basins’ High Council for the Implementation
of Integrated Water Resources Management
the full

Ethiopian water resources management policy

can ensure implementation of

by introducing effective and synergized
governance and working mechanisms among
relevant actors;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55 Sub Article (1) of the Constitution
of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows.

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the
Establishment

“Basins’

Proclamation No. 1375/2025.”

High Council

2. Definitions
In this Proclamation, unless the context

requires otherwise:

1/ “Basin” means a geographical area,

described by the water system's
watershed limits, including surface and
into a

underground water flowing

common terminus, and shall include
those specified under Article 3 of this

Proclamation;
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2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

“Regional State” means any regional
state established according to Article 47
of the FDRE Constitution and includes
the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City

Administrations;

“Groundwater” means water below the
surface of the earth.

“Surface Water” means water that is
found on the surface of the earth,
whether standing or flowing.

“The Council” means Basins’ High
Council for the Implementation of
Integrated Water Resources
Management established pursuant to
Sub Article (1) of Article 5 of this
Proclamation;

“Ministry” means the Ministry of Water
and Energy;

“Stakeholder” means any person who
is intentionally or incidentally involved
in, or directly or indirectly affected by,

water resources management in a basin;

“Water Resources” means the
availability, both in quantity and quality,
of surface and groundwater in a river
basin including aquatic ecosystems and
wetlands;

“Water Resource  Management”
means activities that include water
resources  development, utilization,

conservation, protection, and control;
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10/ “Integrated Water Resources
Management” means an arrangement
for  balanced and  sustainable
development of water, as an economic,
social, and environmental resource,
reconciling, fully, its various uses

within a basin;

11/ “Water Allocation” means a system
of sharing the water available in a
basin among various uses and users

according to water use permits;

12/ “Water Use” means the use of water

for drinking, irrigation, industry,
power generation, transport, tourism,
animal husbandary, fishing, mining

and uses of water for other purposes;

13/ “Basin Plan” means strategic water

resource planning with long-term
vision prepared by stakeholders to be
their

implemented by respective

powers and  responsibilities  to
guarantee equity and sustainability in

water resource Uses;

14/ “Major Development Project” means
a development project implemented by
a relevant stakeholder that is unique in
its type, size, cost, complexity, or
duration of implementation while
having direct or indirect, and positive

or negative impact on a basin;
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15/ “Major Water-related Work” means
an already built construction or a
construction to be built with a view to
utilize a water resource or to prevent
water related dangers which has a
significant impact on the quantity and
quality of the water resource;

16/ “Person” natural or

means any

juridical person;
17/ Any expression in the masculine
gender includes the feminine.
3. Ethiopian Basins
The following are the main basins of
Ethiopia:
1/ The Abbay Basin;
2/ The Aisha Basin;
3/ The Awash Basin;
4/ The Baro-Akobo Basin;
5/ The Danakil Basin;
6/ The Genale-Dawa Basin;
7/ The Mereb Basin;
8/ The Ogaden Basin;
9/ The Omo-Ghibe Basin;
10/ The Rift Valley Lakes Basin;
11/ The Tekeze Basin; and
12/ The Wabe-Shebelle Basin.

4. Integr r R rce Managemen
The implementation of integrated water
resource management shall be based mainly
on a basin plan, basin information system,
water allocation and use, and integration of

stakeholders.

1/ A basin plan shall include the following

basic issues:
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a) Basin’s water resource;

b) Basin’s management situation;

c) Factors that overburdened the water
resource;

d) Numerical description of the level of

water use within the basin;

e) Analysis that forecasts the future
situation of the basin;

f) Strategies that help to realize the
implementation of integrated water
resources management; and

g) Action plan, budget and budget
source, and ways of execution for
respective actors who are responsible
for the implementation of the basin

plan.

2/ A basin information system shall at least

include the following key indicators:

a) Basin’s water resource quantity and
quality;

b) Basin’s aquatic ecosystem;

¢) Water demands within the basin;

d) Existing and planned  main
infrastructures;
e) Main activities  or

projects that can impact the water

intervening

resource;

f) Implemented water use; and
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g) Stakeholder of the basin.
3/ Water allocation and use:
a) At the basin level, water allocation
shall be made subject to water
security, water users, water use, and

water season;

b) Water allocation shall be made in a
manner that ensures social justice,
economic benefit, and environmental
sustainability;

c) A permit for water uses or water-
related works shall conform with the
integrated water resource

Mmanagement process.

4/ Stakeholders integration:
a) Stakeholders shall participate in the
preparation, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of a basin
plan;
b) Stakeholders shall jointly ensure that
water-related programs or projects to
be implemented within the basin are

in harmony with the basin plan;

c) To realize an integrated basin

information system, every
stakeholder is under obligation to
provide the Ministry with water-
related information and to act as per
the information exchange protocol to

be issued by the Ministry.
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S. Establishment
1/ The

Implementation of

Basins’ High Council for the
Integrated Water
Resource

established.

Management is  hereby
2/ The Council shall be accountable to the
Prime Minister.
6. Objective
The overall objectives of the Council shall
be to give strategic leadership regarding the
water

implementation  of integrated

resources management to ensure that
basins’ water resources are developed and
utilized in an equitable and participatory
manner, and without compromising the

sustainability of the aquatic ecosystems.

7. Members of the Council
1/ The Council shall have the following
members:
a) Deputy Prime Minister...............
ceeeeeennenn.Chairperson;

b) Minister of the Ministry of Water

and Energy........... Vice Chairperson
c) Presidents of the  Regional
States.....ovveveneiiiiieienns Member

d) Mayors of the Addis Ababa and Dire

Dawa City Administration............

................................... Member
e) Minister of the Ministry of
Agriculture..................... Member

f) Minister of the Ministry Irrigation
and Low Land.................. Member

g) Minister of the Ministry of Plan and

Development.................... Member
h) Minister of the Ministry of
Finance..............coevenenne, Member
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i) Minister of the Ministry Industry

i) Minister of the Ministry of Urban

and Infrastructure.....................

................................... Member
k) Minister of the Ministry of
Health........................... Member

1) Minister of the Ministry of Transport
and Logistics................... Member
m) Minister of the Ministry of Mine

p) Minister of Ministry of Foreign
affairs..............ocoell Member

q) Ministry of Women and Social
Affairs.........c.coo Member

r) Commissioner of the Commission of

Disaster Risk Management............

2/ Where it deems necessary, the Council
may add new members and based on its
specific agenda, may cause relevant
government officials or any other actors

to attend its meeting.

The Council has the following powers and

duties:

1/ Provide policy guidance and planning
oversight to ensure a high level of
coordination among stakeholders for the
implementation of integrated water

resources management in basins;
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2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

Give leadership for the preparation of
the basin plan, examine and approve the
same, monitor the implementation of the
approved basin plan by stakeholders in
an integrated manner, and decide on

issues that arise during implementation;

Ensure planned major development

projects conform with a basin plan;
Examine and decide on the
appropriateness prioritization of
constructing major water works in the
basin;

Examine and decide on the
appropriateness of the transfer of water
resources from one basin to another;
Examine and decide on the equitability
of water allocation;

Examine and approve a proposal on the
rate of water charges to be paid by water
users in the basin;

Examine and provide a solution for a
dispute between regions regarding water

use;

Establish a committee composed of
members of the council that study and
provide a recommendation on issues
related to water use and administration
in the basin and examine and approve

the recommendation;

10/ When the Council finds it necessary, it

may establish a technic committee that

provides a recommendation.
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9. Meetings of the Council

1/ The Council shall hold regular meetings
at least twice a year; provided, however,
that the chairperson may, on his own
initiative or upon the request of one of
the regions which share a basin, call an
extraordinary meeting to be held at any

time.

2/ There shall be a quorum where more
than half of the members of the Council
are present at a meeting.

3/ The Council shall pass decisions by
majority vote; in case of a tie, the

chairperson shall have a casting vote.

4/ In the absence of the chairperson, the
vice chairperson shall preside over the
meetings of the Council.

5/ Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Article, adopt its own rules of meeting
procedure.

10. Secretariat of the Council
The Ministry shall serve as the Secretariat

of the Council.

11. Duties and Responsibilities of the

retari
The Secretariat shall have the following
duties and responsibilities:
1/ Propose agenda items and submit the

same to the Council;
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2/ Record the minutes of the Council,
deliver the same to concerned bodies,
receive reports from committees,

submit them to the Council, and file

other documents of the Council;

3/ Follow up on the implementation of
the decision of the Council and report

its execution to the Council;

4/ Perform  public  relations  and
communication activities regarding the
undertakings and decisions of the

Council;

5/ Carry out other activities assigned to it
by the Council.
12. Duty to Cooperate
Every person has the duty to cooperate
with the Council in the implementation of
this Proclamation.
13. Power to Issue Reqgulation and Directive
1/ The Council of Ministers may issue
the  necessary  Regulations to

implement this Proclamation.

2/ The Ministry may issue Directives
necessary for the implementation of
this Proclamation.

14. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1/ River Basin Councils and Authorities
Proclamation N0.534/2007 is hereby
repealed.

2/ No law shall, in so far as it is
inconsistent with this Proclamation, be
applicable with respect to matters

provided for in this Proclamation.
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g gov Done at Addis Ababa, On this 13" day of
May, 2025
TAYE ATSKE SELASSIE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
ETHIOPIA
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